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Message from the Director 

The start of 2017 has been remarkable for us at Brave Hearts 

Ethiopia (BHE). It has been three years since BHE received its 

license from the Federal Charities and Societies Agency, and this is 

the last quarter of the license period. BHE achieved much in its 

efforts to change the lives of orphaned and vulnerable children and 

their guardians. 

Brave Hearts Ethiopia has directly benefited more than 125 

children, guardians and community members through educational, 

health and psychosocial support, as well as through micro-finance 

programs and sanitation projects. Out of those; 56 were orphan 

and vulnerable children, 31 of them were children’s guardians and 

the remaining 40 were community members. The project has also 

benefited more than 300 individuals indirectly, including the 

children’s and guardian’s extended families, workers employed for 

project activities and community members. 

BHE also successfully carried our three new Flush Toilet Projects 

with storage tanks, flush systems and an improved shower system. 

These projects benefited nine households (about 40 of the most 

vulnerable and at-risk individuals) by solving their sanitation 

issues, thus contributing greatly to their improved health and well-

being. 

It is with a great source of pride that we can announce that 21 

children have successfully graduated from the program and 

become self-reliant young adults. We are also pleased that all the 

children under the program have made improvements in the self-

confidence, social relationships, reading and study habits, hygiene 

and health awareness. Moreover, 10 guardians are on their way to 

becoming self-sufficient under our Income Generating Activities 

(IGAs) program, though which they receive revolving funds to 

assist them in generating their own incomes. 

The passion and dedication of our entire team has led to our 

successes, and this has been confirmed by both internal and 

external audits. Brave Hearts Ethiopia stands as one of the most 

transparent and diligent NGOs in the country because of our 

excellent and dedicated team and case management capabilities. 

As we look ahead to the next three years of the program, Brave 

Hearts Ethiopia aims to sustain and embolden our efforts in all 

area to further improve the lives of OVC children. We aim to 

increase our outreach, increasing the numbers of children we 

support, by widening our donor base and engaging in the creative 

initiatives expected of a successful and self-sustaining NGO. 

We congratulate BHE’s children and guardians for the strides they 

have taken on their journeys to successful and fulfilling lives. We 

would also like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to our major 

donors BTOF and SOA, Clarks foundation for their commitment to 

and generous support of BHE. Our sponsors are indeed the 

backbone of Brave Hearts Ethiopia and the force behind our 

continued success. 

 
(Signed) 

 
 
Konjit Yimer 
Managing Director 
Brave Hearts Ethiopia (BHE)  
 
Photo Credit: Mekbib Tadesse  



 

 

Major Highlights   

Children with special needs received materials that improved their health and 

education. A child with visual impairment received braille book, slate styles and 

audio recorder so he can follow his education. A child with physical impairment 

received cushions and support matters to improve his physical comfort. 

 

Children have improved their reading and studying skills due to the successful 

tutorial programs and access to the library. Guardians continue to successfully 

engage in their Income Generating Activities (IGAs). External financial audit report 

reveals BHE’s excellent financial diligence and transparency.    

 
Photo Credit: Daniel Reiter

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 
  

Improved special needs 
child’s access to 

education 
---- 

Improved special needs 
child’s physical health 

---- 
Improved reading and 
studying habits of all 

children 
---- 

IGA activities continued 
successfully 

---- 

License renewal and 
successful external audit 
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Educational Program and Tutorial Services 

Educational materials were bought for a child with visual impairment. The children have 

developed good reading and studying habits through the tutorial program. They do 

homework and study. Those who could not come to the drop in center because they live 

far had tutorial services after class in their school. 

 
 

Overall, 36 children and youth are successfully continuing their education. 42 school 

visits were conducted along with 100 hours of tutorial services were provided. Library 

services have improved reading habits of the children and youth. University students are 

doing well and received monthly follow up and financial support.  

“Individualized care is vital for educational successes of children” 

 – Dawit Damte, Head Social Worker, BHE 

 

Photo Credit (Top): Daniel Reiter 

Vocational, 
11, 31%

University, 3rd 
Year, 4, 11%

University, 2nd 
Year, 2, 5%

University, 
1st Year, 2, 

6%

Pre College, 
4, 11%

High School, 
6, 17%

Elementary, 
7, 19%

Education Level of the Children and Youth 
Supported by BHE 

36 Children and 
youth progress on 

school levels 

---- 
42 School Visits 

---- 
100 Hours 
Tutorials 
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Health Services and Follow Up 

A child with physically impairment received essential tools to improve his 

physical wellbeing with the recommendation of his physiotherapist. Eight 

children received medical attention in this quarter and were able to recover and 

continue their education and training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The after school healthy snack program continues successfully. The garden was 

also cleaned and re-fertilized to grow healthy vegetables.  31 home visits were 

conducted to observe the children’s home environment. The social workers 

collected essential information about the overall children safety in their home 

environment took essential measures and reported the accomplished activities. 

University students have received follow up through phone call how they are 

living in their university. Children and guardians continue to maintain good 

hygiene. Guardian continue to received trainings on hygiene and health 

awareness.  

 

 

Cushions for child with physical 
impairment for improved 

physical comfort 

---- 
8 Children received effective 

medical attention 

---- 
31 Home Visits 
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Training and Income Generating Activities (IGA)  

Eleven youth are engaged in vocational education and skills training with monthly follow 

up. Seven children are attending accredited hospitality training. One child is attending 

metal work training at a center called SSCA. He is doing very well and is one of the best 

trainees among his group. 

 
A child with special need in the program is attending hand craft training at special need 

training center. One child is attending professional women’s hair dressing training. He is 

one of the best trainees in the center and undertaking an internship. One child is 

attending a three years vocational training in accounting; she is on her second year 

currently.  

Six training sessions with ten guardians in the IGA program were conducted focusing on 

micro finance. Guardians were taught different skills by experts from the local 

government and other sectors. Currently the number of guardians who started micro 

business reached 10. They receive the necessary follow up from BH. 

Photo Credit: Daniel Reiter 

Hospitality , 7

Hand Craft, 1

Metal Work, 1

Hairdressing , 
1

Accounting, 1

Types of Vocational Education and Skills Training 
of 11 Youth Supported by BHE 

11 Youth continue 
vocational 

education and 
skills trainings 

---- 

10 Guardians 
receive IGA 

trainings  
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Psychosocial Activities and Saturday Sessions 

Two talented young students supported by BHE were encouraged and supported in 

their interest in art and drawing. Ten Saturday group sessions were held at drop in 

center to the children. These focused on improving their general psychosocial 

development.   

 

Photo Credit: Daniel Reiter  

Various sessions using debates, discussions, questions and lectures on logical 

thinking; behavioral development and ability in self-expression. Children and youth 

discussed topics such as how to change one’s life using his/her potential; how to 

effectively manage time and emotion as well as responsibility and self-acceptance.  

 

Logical 
Thinking

• Debates

• Presentations

• Critical Thinking

Behaviroal 
Development

• Self Acceptance

• Managing Emotions

• Responsibility

• Time Managment

Self 
Expression

• Express Ideas

• Tolerate Differences

• Assertive Feedback

Ten Saturday 
Sessions held! 
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Christmas and New Year Event and Visit from Lance Clark 

The Brave Hearts family hosted Christmas and New Year celebration event which was a 

stellar event. Children organized the program events and performed different dance, 

poetry and entertainment events. Guardians, BHE staff and invited guests enjoyed the 

event. The lunch ceremony gave the guests great joy, funded by a volunteer through BTO. 

 
Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse  

Children, guardians and BHE staff received Lance Clark from a BHE partner, Soul of Africa 

(SOA). Children and guardians discussed their current status and future plans on their 

education and IGA activities respectively.  

 
Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse 
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Our Operational Activities in Numbers 

Educational Support IGA Trainings Medical Support 

   

Children and 
youth continue 

education 

Guardians receive 
training on IGA 

Medical 
Assistance 

Follow Up Psychosocal Support 

   

School visits Home visits Saturday 
Sessions 

Case Work Community Outreach 

   

Psycho social case 
sessions 

Books donated to 
Burji 

Development 
Association 

Youth from 
WCA to receive 

employment 

 

 

36 10 8 

42 31 10 

9 417 12 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 
  

Significant changes in 
the children’s self 

confidence 

---- 
Improved relationships 

among children, 
guardians and 

caretakers 

---- 
Transparent and 

periodic documentation 
and practice 

---- 
Effective implementation 
and follow up of overall 

program activities 
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Administrative Activities 

 
CSA - Charities and Societies Agency 

WCAO - Women and Children Affairs Office   

BoFED - Bureau of Finance and Economic Development 

License

• BHE has begun the process of renewing its license for the next three years.

• Rebranding of name and logo authenticated by the Federal CSA.

Reporting

• Annual reporting conducted for Federal CSA.

• Three Year Termination Report submitted to Sub City BoFED.

• Quarterly reports submitted to WCAO. 

• Annual General Assembly of the board.

• Updates on children sent to sponsors in line with BHE's CCP.

Audit

• External Financial Audit conducted for year 2016.

• Audit report indicates excellent financial managment and transparency.

• Program Audit conducted by Donor, report still to be shared by Donor.

Learning

• Weekly activity planning and evaluation with BHE staff.

• Improved documentation of operational and administrative activities.

• Strengthened ethical and professional policies.

• Experience sharing meetings and discussions held with stakeholders.

BHE Staff (Koni, Dawit, Tigsit and Eden, from 

right to left) Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse 

 

Meet Our New Volunteer 

 Child Sponsorship Coordinator! 

 

SHARON MATTHEWS MARSHALL 

---- 
Sharon strongly believes that we are on 
this earth to try and make it a better 

place and to give others, especially 
children, a better life.   

Sharon has been volunteering since 

December 2016 and has now taken 
on the role as BHE’s Child 

Sponsorship Coordinator. She and 

her husband George, now both 
retired, who have sponsored 

numerous children worldwide and 
visited most, currently sponsor 

three children supported by Brave 
Hearts Ethiopia. 

Contact Sharon for Sponsorship details 
bhecsc@gmail.com 
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