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Message from the Director 

Brave Hearts Ethiopia has rounded off the 2017 

calendar with an active and wonderful last quarter. I 

wish to first congratulate the eight youth who have 

successfully graduated from the BHE program! I am 

truly proud of what they have accomplished in building 

their lives towards their passion and goals. All of them 

have found employment and now sustain themselves. 

They have become well-rounded self-reliant adults and 

will always be part of the BHE family!  

I wish to remember the life of Wro. Gelane who passed 

away in December 2017. She was a strong woman who 

provided excellent care and guardianship for Keremush, 

one of the bright children in our program. Wro. Gelane 

was always an active participant in the program who we 

will always remember and cherish. 

I extend my thanks to Bureau of Finance and Economic 

Development (BOFED) for enabling BHE to participate in 

the local Charity Expo from 1 to 3 December 2017. The 

event provided an opportunity for BHE children and 

youth to participate and learn from the other charities 

displaying their work.     

Special thanks to the 10 brilliant young boys and girls 

from Bingham Academy who volunteered at BHE by 

tutoring the children and updating the BHE digital 

library catalogue. Not only did they support our literacy 

program but they also formed friendships with the 

children and mentored. I believe such kind of peer to 

peer support helps tie the community and strengthen 

our work. 

This quarter, BHE had successfully conducted a fund 

raising campaign on GlobalGiving, an international 

platform connecting NGOs to Donors around the world. 

I wish to extend my heartfelt appreciation to those who 

donated and contributed to our cause, helping us 

become a permanent partner on the GlobalGiving 

platform! Special thanks to our team in Australia for 

mobilizing support and delivering on our goal. 

I humbly thank our donors for their continued support in 

strengthening our program and supporting children in 

the program. I would like to also thank all our close 

supporters, sponsors and volunteers both locally and 

abroad. I look forward to our journey together in 2018.  

 

 

 
 
(Signed) 
 
 
Konjit Yimer 
Managing Director 
Brave Hearts Ethiopia (BHE)  

 



 
 

Major Highlights   

BHE congratulates Geteye, Alemnesh, Berhan, Ejigu, Temmar, Kebedech, Rosahun 

and Temina who have successfully graduated from the BHE program in December 

2017! All eight are now self-reliant professionals who will always be a part of the BHE 

family. BHE also remembers the life of Wro. Glane who passed away. As a guardian, 

she was a strong woman who supported Keremush as she grew up.  

  
Seven youth graduate from the BHE program! Remembering the life of Wro. Gelane 

  

Ten young and bright students from Bingham Academy visited BHE to support our 

literacy program by tutoring the children and updating the library digital catalogue. 

 
Ten students from Bingham Academy support the BHE literacy program 

     

Highlights 
  

8 youth graduated from 

the BHE program! 
---- 

BHE remembers the life pf 
Wro. Gelane 

---- 
10 volunteer students from 

Bingham Academy helped 
tutor children 

---- 
BHE participated in the 

NGO Charity Expo held in 
Addis Ababa 

---- 

GlobalGiving makes BHE a 
permanent partner after a 

successful fund raiser 
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Educational Program and Tutorial Services 

Children and youth have been receiving tutorial support and school follow up. School 

results have been assessed to identify children’s challenges and provide the necessary 

support. An additional tutor is hired as many of the children are taking national exams 

this year and could benefit from additional support. This also reduces the tutor to child 

ratio helping the tutor give more focus and attention to each child. Educational materials 

were also distributed. 

  
Photo Credit: Dean Mclaren 

Biruh received braille text books for his 12th grade 

education. He was also provided with braille paper 

and other materials he requires due to his visual 

impairment. 10 bright young students from Bingham 

Academy provided volunteering services by tutoring 

the children and updating the digital library catalogue 

at the BHE drop in center. Computer and internet 

services at the drop in center were also used to 

supplement the children’s assignments and projects 

with the supervision. Monthly follow up is conducted 

for youth in higher education.  Temina who graduated with a degree in Accounting also 

graduated from the program by the end of 2017.   

 

30 children and youth  
in the program 

 65 hours of tutorial 
support 

 60 school visits 
 6 in primary school 
 14 in secondary school 
 6 in higher education 
 2 in training 
 2 in transition 
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Nutrition and Health Services  

After school healthy snack services are maintained to re-energize the children 

after school for their tutorial studies. Seven children received medical attention, 

recovered well and resumed their studies. One of those who got medical support, 

Maraki, had a mildly serious condition that was able to be successfully attended 

to by a specialist. 

 
Photo Credit: Dean Mclaren 

Lemma was provided with a new wheelchair with the help of a supporting body 

named ‘AddisGuzo’ meaning new-travel in Amharic. Monthly hygiene and 

sanitation materials were distributed for the children and youth. Children were 

encouraged to continue their good. During this quarter, 38 home visits were 

conducted and the children’s home environments assessed. Necessary follow up 

and support was also provided. BHE has assessed the santiation in the village of 

over 20 community members and where one of the children in the program lives 

and has started plans for renovation in 2018. 
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Skills Training and Income Generating Activities (IGA)  

Six youth trained and employed in Hospitality and one trained 

and employed in hairdressing have graduated from the BHE 

program and have successfully transitioned towards self-

reliance. Of those who completed their hospitality training, 

one youth has moved on to internship while the six who 

graduated are all employed.  

One trained in metal art successfully is preparing for 

employment. One is on the third year of training in Accounting. 

A youth with special needs continues attending handicraft 

skills training.  

  
Photo Credit: Aron Simeneh and Mekbib Tadesse  

Guardians continue to repay their loans from the earnings they generate from their small 

business. Four training sessions with guardians in the IGA program were conducted. 

Monthly IGA reporting was submitted to the local government stakeholders.  

 

 

 7 youth with skills 
training graduate 

from BHE successfully  

---- 
2 are transitioning 

---- 
Guardians continue to 
return loans to their 

IGA  
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 “BHE has been like family and 
home, it has taught us how to deal 

with the world” - Berhan 

 

 “We now look forward to giving 

back to the younger children in 
BHE” - Temmar 

 



 

Psychosocial Activities  

Dean Mclaren from Friends of the Hudad visited the BHE drop in center in October 

2017. He was welcomed by the children and staff and was able to share life 

experiences. During his stay he also volunteered to support BHE by taking 

professional pictures of the program activities and the children’s homes. We thank 

Dean who left us with wonderful memories and professional photographs of our 

activities. 

 

Ten Saturday Group Sessions were held at the drop in center. The sessions included 

debates on nature vs nurture, psychosocial education on substance abuse, STDs, the 

purpose of life as well as life skills training on the ability to focus. The sessions also 

analyzed the topics of bullying, respect of others and using one’s potential. 

Discussions, questions and active participation were used to encourage children to 

express their views, tolerate opinions and give assertive feedback. In this quarter, 29 

case work were conducted and addressed with follow up and support provided to 

overcome psychosocial issues.   

Photo Credit: Side top and center – Dean Mclaren 
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BHE Participated in the First Charity Expo in Addis Ababa 

BHE was invited to participate in the first Charity Expo organized by the Bureau of Finance 

and Economic Development (BoFED) and was held from 1 to 3 December 2017 in Addis 

Ababa. The expo featured various local and international NGOs working to improve the 

community in various ways. Youth in the BHE program participated in explaining what the 

BHE program to visitors. Children and youth also visited other NGO booths to learn about 

their work. 

 

Mussie and Berta, two youth in the BHE program who are talented in art were able to 

display their spectacular artworks during the expo. Many visitors were impressed by the 

artwork. 

 

 

 

 Page 6 of 8 



 

BHE Joined the Annual Walk for Diabetes  

BHE was able to join the annual walk for diabetes with slogan ‘I walk because it 

matters’ organized by the Ethiopian Diabetes Association held on 12 November 

2017. Sixteen children and youth participated along with BHE staff.   

 

The walk gave the children and youth an opportunity to learn more about 

Diabetes and see the benefits of community participation. The event was both 

informative and enjoyable for the children who attended. 
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Administrative Activities   

 
 

• BHE developed and published brochures about its program

• BHE provided sponsors with updates and letters from the children.

Communication

• Quarterly reports were submitted to Women and Children's Affairs Office 
(WCAO)

• Weekly activity planning, reporting and staff minutes were conducted along 
with planning and evalluation of activities. 

•Transition period schedules has been prepared for the youth that are on the 
verge of graduating from the BHE program.

Reporting and Planning

• BHE has developed its Standard Operating Proceedures to be impemented 
starting 2018.

Standard Operations Proceedures (SOP) Development

• Advertisment is made for BHE's yearly external Financial Audit

• Staff HR files were revewed and agreements were renewed including job 
discriptions and other HR activities.

Human Resource

• BHE ran a fund raising campaign on GlobalGiving from 28 November to 31 
December 2017.

• BHE was able to raise $3,117 from 45 donors with 560 page views. 

• GlobalGiving made BHE a permanent partner on its fund raising platform. 

Fund Raising

• BHE launched its Instagram page on 27 October 2017, it has now made 63 
posts and gained 15 followers

• BHE continues to use its Facebook and Twitter pages to promote its work, the 
children's stories and the impact of the project with the support of its partners. 

• BHE gained over 230 likes on Facebook and over 60 followers on Twitter as its 
support continues to grow.

Social Media
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