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Message from the Director 

This second quarter has sparked new beginnings at Brave Hearts Ethiopia. Ten of our students have completed their 

national exams and ten others near the completion of the academic year, and we support them in preparing for the 

next chapter of their lives. This quarter we had doubled efforts of tutorial and individualized support so our students 

succeed. I wish them the very best in their upcoming results. BHE has also prepared different extracurricular activities 

to keep the students engaged during the summer, until the beginning of the new year.  

I warmly welcome two new members to our team, Menebre Geberyes joining Project Management and Social work 

team, and Selam Mussie our new Social Media and Publications Manager. Our BHE team is growing in order to 

strengthen the organization’s services and provide support to more orphan and vulnerable children by expanding the 

program. BHE is working to identify additional children in need so as to broaden its support to the community. We 

believe children have a right to survive, thrive, and fulfill their highest potential, to the benefit of not just themselves 

but to their communities, country and the world at large. Delivering the desired results for every child is BHE’s driving 

force. 

I am very proud of Lemma who won 2nd place trophy for his school along with his schoolmate. I would also like to 

congratulate two youth, Mussie who started a small business after completing his skills training in Metal Art, and 

Teneil, who gained her employment after completing her hospitality skills training. I am very proud of them both. The 

younger children in the program participated in the celebration of the International Day of the African Child organized 

by the Women and Children Office of Woreda 7. BHE’s new toilet project is also progressing well. We thank our local 

partners for organizing such programs and strengthening BHE’s community participation. 

I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to Reg Hankey, Tsednya Mekbib and the Pittards team that visited the children 

and staff at our drop in center. I also warmly thank Peter Racklyeft, working with our partners Soul of Africa, who 

visited our program and supported the children’s artwork. Finally, I deeply thank all our donors, close supporters, 

sponsors and volunteers both locally and abroad for their continued support for our program.  
 

 

 
 
(Signed) 
 
 
Konjit Yimer 
Managing Director 
Brave Hearts Ethiopia (BHE)  



 



 
 

Major Highlights   

Lemma and his schoolmate win 2nd place trophy for his school. Ten children completed 

their national exams and another ten are preparing to conclude the academic year. 

  
Lemma wins 2nd place trophy for his school Tutorials supporting students prepare for exams 

Berhan and Alemnesh, who had completed their skills training and are now employed as 

professional chefs, prepared an excellent celebratory lunch for children and guardians. 

As the summer starts, BHE prepares summer activities for the children. 

  
Graduates prepare lunch for children and guardians Indoor and outdoor activities for the summer 
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Educational Program and Tutorial Services 

Ten students successfully took the national exam at the close of this academic year. 

Children who attend regular school were provided with daily tutorial support as well as 

follow up at school. A total of 130 hours of tutorial sessions were facilitated by tutor 

teachers for 17 children at the drop in center. One child (who is physically challenged) 

attended 60 sessions at home and another child attended 36 sessions in his school.  

Tutors and social workers use methodologies such as one-to-one and small group 

approaches to encourage full participation of the children in their study sessions. 

Along with a schoolmate, Lemma won a 2nd place trophy for his school.  He was 

rewarded at BHE and congratulated by the other children. Lemma has worked hard to 

advance in his education, and he is one of the children who took the national exam. 

With supervision and support, library and computer services were used by the children 

to supplement their educational activities at the drop in center. Six youth continue their 

university degrees in various fields. Two of the students are in their 4th year, one 

studying Water Engineering and the other Accounting. Two are in 3rd year, one studying 

Construction Management Engineering and the other Nutrition and Food Science. The 

last two are both in their 2nd year, with one studying Accounting and the other Business 

Management. Regular follow up is done with university students. 

Side Photos Credit: Yonas Tadesse 

30 children and youth  
in the program 

✓ 130 hours of tutorial 
support 

✓ 7 in primary school 
✓ 13 in secondary school 
✓ 6 in higher education 
✓ 2 in training 
✓ 2 in employment 
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Nutrition and Health Services  

BHE has been working on construction of a much-needed toilet in the area where 

some of the children in the program live, as there are not adequate toilet facilities. 

Regular food allowance and sanitation materials were provided for the children. Two 

children received effective medical attention and resumed their studies.  

   

  

Social workers completed twenty-two home visits over the quarter to assess 

conditions and address any issues arising, in order to ensure the children have 

nurturing home environments in which to thrive. 

 

Photo Credit: Yonas Tadesse 

 

 

2 Children received effective medical 
attention 

---- 
22 Home visits 
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Skills Training and Income Generating Activities (IGA)  

Two of the seven graduates from the program, Berhan and Alemnesh, who have 

completed their skills training and are now employed as professional chefs, prepared a 

delicious celebratory lunch for children and guardians on May 19, 2018.  

  

Those graduated from the program are doing very well in their employment. Two youth 

have gained employment, while another continues her third year of training for an 

Accounting diploma. A youth with special needs continues attending handicraft skills 

training. His guardian has received microfinance support and is setting up her own 

business.  

The guardian association has 21 members of which 17 are regularly saving.  Four are not 

actively involved due to health and other challenges. Thirteen guardians have received 

revolving funds and three of them have started repaying their loans.  

A special coffee ceremony program was organized for guardians on June 22, 2018. 

Guardians met with BHE staff to discuss how to strengthen their saving and credit union, 

repayment of loans and business activities. They shared successful experiences on 

business strategies to repay loans. Guardians also discussed child care and follow up to 

ensure each child has the support, attention and love they need at home.  They also  

arranged their next bimonthly session. 
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Psychosocial Activities  

Eight group discussions were held at BHE’s regular Saturday sessions to further 

encourage the building of life skills for the children and youth. The topics of the sessions 

included self-respect and respecting others; kindness; individual role in a social world and 

group work; developing self of responsibility for one’s life in relation to physical, health 

and educational aspects; having analytical thinking being cool or an ‘arada’, among other 

topics.  

  
 

Debates, questions and discussions were also held on the various topics including self-

evaluation and recognizing good, bad and unique behavior; preparation of the second 

semester exam; summer time program arrangement and how to pass their vacation 

time, punctuality and time management.  

Thirty case assessments were conducted in the quarter. Ten individual guidance sessions 

were also held on different issues such as absenteeism from school, punctuality and 

BHE’s tutorial program; living with new family and interaction with family; health issues; 

the transition period of the program of BHE; and shyness and communication skills with 

peer groups. 
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BHE Hosts Visits from Partners Pittards and Soul of Africa 

The Pittards team, including Reg 

Hankey and Tsednya Mekbib, visited 

the BHE drop in center and kids. 

Pittards are one of BHE’s partners 

committed to supporting orphan and 

vulnerable children in the program. 

Mr Hankey shared Pittards’ 

commitment to offer employment 

when the youths complete their 

education. This was motivational and 

empowering for the kids.  The visiting 

team also learned more about BHE’s 

different programs and impact in the 

community.  

  

Peter Racklyeft, working with 

BHE’s partner Soul of Africa 

(SOA), also visited our drop in 

center. SOA supports orphan 

and vulnerable children in the 

BHE program as well as BHE’s 

microfinance program.  

Peter personally sponsors one 

youth in the program and was 

able to meet and get to know 

her. Peter also took a painting 

done by a talented young artist in the program. He expressed his joy in seeing that the 

kids were receiving the care and love they needed to thrive.  
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Summer and Extra Curricular Activities at BHE 

Summer is here! As the children finish 

school, BHE has prepared various 

activities to keep them engaged, both 

indoors and outdoors.  BHE has set up a 

safe and enclosed trampoline for the 

children to play have fun on. Basketball 

and football games also keep the 

children active and moving about 

during their school break. 

 

The children also attended events such as the celebration of the International Day of 

the African Child organized by the Women and Children’s Affairs Office. This gave the 

children an opportunity to participate in their community and learn more about the 

celebration of the day. The children asked questions and one presented a poem to the 

other participants. BHE also provided refreshments for the children on the day. 

 

Drawing activities are also offered 

to  the children who are interested 

in art, and BHE has provided  

canvas, paint brushes and different 

paints for this purpose. Two 

talented young artists in the 

program, Berta and Mussie, 

continue to paint wonderful art at 

the drop in center. 
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Administrative Activities   

 
 

• The Woreda Women and Children Affaris Office (WCAO) conducted an 
evaluation with BHE presenting its program and administrative issues. 

•WCAO provided positive feedback on the implementation of the program.

Evaluation by Woreda Women and Children Affairs Office

• Weekly activity planning, reporting and staff minutes were conducted along 
with planning and evaluation of activities. 

Reporting and Planning

• BHE is working to expand its program and recruit an addtional 20 vulnerable 
and at risk children for a Stay in School Outreach Program.

Expanding the BHE Program for Community Outreach

• Two new professionals, Menbere Geberyes and Selam Mussie have joined 
BHE's team.

• Quarterly fianancial activities were conducted including purchasing of 
materials, disbursments, posting and bookkeeping.

Human Resource and Finance

• BHE reaches 323 likes on its facebook page, 65 followers on its twitter and 27 
followers on its instagram page.

Social Media
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Click below to Read our last 

GlobalGiving Report! 

https://www.globalgiving.org/pr

ojects/quality-education-for-
orphan-and-vulnerable-

children/updates/  

 

https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-vulnerable-children/updates/
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-vulnerable-children/updates/
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-vulnerable-children/updates/
https://www.globalgiving.org/projects/quality-education-for-orphan-and-vulnerable-children/updates/
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